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Protect Georgians from title loan abuse by supporting SB 329  

Some small-dollar lenders prey on financially insecure consumers by providing high-interest 

quick cash loans that trap consumers in a cycle of debt. Georgia usury law caps the 

interest rate on most small consumer loans, but a legal loophole allows car titles to be 

“pawned” at interest rates as high as 300%, rates that would otherwise be considered 

usurious. Senator Randy Robertson (R – Columbus) is standing up for Georgians who take 

out high-cost loans when they are desperate for cash. He introduced the Motor Vehicle 

Title Loan Act to: 

• Close legal loopholes to ensure that cash loaned in exchange for a car title is 

treated as a “loan” rather than a “pawn”. 

• Bring title lending into compliance with current small-dollar loan industry standards. 

• Cap interest rates on car title loans at 36% to protect all Georgians, including 

veterans, in line with Department of Defense protections for active-duty military. 

• Level the playing field for Georgians by bringing uniformity to title loans across the 

state.  

Georgia Watch supports the passage of legislation that protects Georgians from predatory, 

high-interest loans. 

 

Protect Georgians from surprise medical bills  

This session, we expect to see legislation aimed at protecting Georgians from unexpected 

out-of-network medical bills. These surprise bills occur when an insured patient encounters 

out-of-network providers at an in-network facility during care. A few weeks or months later, 

the patient receives a bill for the portion of the charges not covered by the insurer. This 

process, called balance or surprise billing, snares patients in the middle of billing disputes 

between providers and insurers, often leaving patients stuck with an exorbitant bill. We 

support surprise billing legislation that will protect healthcare consumers by: 

• Ensuring that patients are “held harmless” in billing disputes between insurance 

companies and healthcare providers. 

• Requiring patients to give consent first before receiving out-of-network services. 

• Enabling insurers and providers to settle any disputes through a resolution process. 

In addition, the legislation should cover a wide array of healthcare products and providers, 

including hospital or ambulatory care facilities where specialty care providers are 

frequently contracted, often out-of-network. Georgia Watch supports the passage of 

legislation that takes patients out of the middle and reduces surprise medical bills. 

 

Support HB 588 to Create an Earned Income Tax Credit (Georgia Work Credit) 

Georgia is one of the few states that continue to levy an income tax on low-income 

families. Many states have used state earned income tax credit legislation to help working 

families with children move up the economic ladder and break the cycle of poverty. 

Providing a state-level work credit to low-income working Georgians would benefit 



 

 

Georgia families and our economy by putting more disposable income into the pockets of 

consumers, boosting local economies and businesses. House Bill 588, introduced by 

Representative Houston Gaines (R – Athens) in 2019, would establish a state-level earned 

income tax credit. Georgia Watch supports the passage of legislation that creates a State 

Earned Income Tax Credit for low-income working Georgians who need an economic leg 

up. 

 

Protect Georgians from home-purchasing scams by supporting HB 729 

Support House Bill 729, introduced by Representative Debra Bazemore (D – South Fulton) in 

2019 to protect consumers from “contracts for deed” or “owner financing” arrangements. 

Through a “land installment contract”, the would-be buyer enters into a contract with the 

seller to pay installments toward the purchase of a home, and is permitted to live in the 

property; however, the seller keeps the home’s title until the property is fully paid off. The 

companies selling these dangerous contracts buy up blighted homes in low-income 

neighborhoods, and target families who cannot get a traditional mortgage. Like predatory 

lenders, the business model used by these companies counts on the consumer to miss 

payments and there is a high rate of default associated with these transactions. Under the 

contract terms, the purchaser is responsible for repairs, taxes, and insurance on the 

property, plus paying a high interest rate, yet receives no equity or eviction defenses. 

Georgia Watch supports the passage of legislation to curtail dangerous land installment 

contracts (or contracts for deed). 

 

Protect Georgians’ right to their day in court  

Monitor for and defend against any attempts at the State or Federal level to impede 

consumers’ access to their day in court before a jury of their peers. This includes tort reform 

legislation seeking to cap damages, expand the use of mandatory arbitration, and limiting 

consumers’ right to join together in class action lawsuits against powerful special interests.   

 

 

 


